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Special Thank You

It seems befitting at this time of year to give a shout
out to those who have given of themselves to the
P.A.W.S of Michigan (PAWS) rescue group.

First and foremost, a big thank you to the first-year
board members and officers of the board for all
they did during our first year as a rescue group . . .

President Kris Jordan

Vice President Eve Howell

Treasurer Karin Pigott

Secretary Erin McGill Beard

Directors at Large Velda Bohler
Donna Hall

Danita Machcinski

The following members are to be congratulated for
being the newest board members and officers of
the board for the upcoming year . . .

President Kris Jordan
Vice President Chrissy Romano
Treasurer Karin Pigott
Secretary Erin McGill Beard
Directors at Large Velda Bohler

Eve Howell

Valerie Koths

Additionally, another important shout-out is in order
to all of our volunteers who give of themselves on a
daily basis. Without each of these caring and
loving people and what they do for the rescue
animals, PAWS would not be the success it is!
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Companion Animal Welfare Fund
Last spring, the Michigan legislature passed a law
that created a Companion Animal Welfare Fund.
Beginning in Spring 2009, taxpayers will have the
opportunity to donate a portion of their tax refund or
make a voluntary donation to this fund to help
companion animals. The funds will be distributed
through grants to animal shelters and rescue
groups for adoption and sterilization programs.
Please consider to donate to this fund, If everyone
donated a dollar, it would make a lot of money
available to animal welfare organizations such as
PAWS. 33e 3pa3ne 330 33s
“Mary Kay” & Sheila White Help PAWS
In November, a friend of PAWS, Sheila White,
graciously offered to host a Mary Kay party at her
home. All of the Mary Kay products she sold on
that day were at a 25% discount. Additionally, she
donated 25% of her personal profits to PAWS!
Thank you, Sheila!

Wyandotte Pound Wins $1,000
The Wyandotte Animal Shelter recently participated
in a contest entitled: “America’s Favorite Shelter,”
which was sponsored by Care 2. The shelter was
the lucky recipient of $1,000.
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Spay Day USA (February 24)
This is an annual national initiative sponsored by
the Humane Society of the United States which is
designed to raise awareness of the importance of
spaying and neutering and to sterilize as many
animals as possible. PAWS is patrticipating in Spay
Day by sterilizing 100 animals (70 cats and 30
dogs) between February 16 and March 30 at
deeply discounted prices. Cat surgery is $20 and
dog surgery is $50, and each includes a rabies and
a distemper vaccine, if necessary. PAWS s
supplementing the cost of the surgeries through
money raised at our February 12-14 Millionaire
(Texas Hold-Em) Party, and our February 24
Wendy’s fundraiser. Appointments will be made
based on a first-come, first-served basis. Please
email info@pawsofmichigan.com, or you may
call 734-629-3837 to book your appointment.
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Millionaire Party — A Great Success
Besides the fun that was had by all, PAWS found
the Millionaire (Texas Hold-Em) Party to be a great
financial success. The three-day event proved to
be one of the more successful financial endeavors
we have had!

Parties have been scheduled for February 12-14
and April 2-4 from 4:00 p.m. — 2:00 a.m. each day
at Woodhaven Lanes, which is located at
20000 VanHorn Road. All of the proceeds for the
February event are designated to the SNAP fund
earmarked for Spay Day USA sterilization efforts.
Please call 734-556-2164 for additional information.
Bring your Valentine to play Texas Hold-Em, and
donate to the SNAP program while having a good
time!

Have a heart - sed your
Valentine’s weekend having fun
and donating to our SNAP program
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Wyandotte Christmas Parade

On November 22, PAWS volunteers and critters
took to the streets, marching in the Wyandotte
Thanksgiving Parade. The morning started out
cold, with everyone drinking coffee and stamping
their feet to stay warm. All of the dogs, except for a
little dachshund named Lucy, appeared to be
oblivious to the chill in the air. Good thing Lucy
found warm arms to cuddle in, along with a cozy
wagon to ride in. Once the parade began, everyone
began to warm up as they walked down Biddle
Avenue, waving to the crowd. Our mascot, Fluffy,
was there representing our group while having fun
hamming it up with the parade-goers who were
watching along the curbs. The best moment was
when the PAWS contingent stopped in front of the
announcers, and the parade emcees talked of all
our accomplishments. The volunteers agreed that
it was an invigorating and fun way to begin the day.
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And what a fine group they are!
You Can Sponsor A PAWS Animal

A new program in place at our Petfinder.com site,
where you can sponsor one of our PAWS animals.
If you see an animal that you would like to
sponsor — click on that animal’s picture, and you will
find the tab shown below. Click on that tab, and
then complete the registration information. Your
participation in this program will be appreciated!
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Metro Shores Credit Union — Always A Friend
Metro Shores Credit Union continues to be a very
good friend to PAWS. Michelle Hoffman, who is a
branch manager with Metro Shores, recently
informed our group that proceeds from bubble gum
machines in three of their branches were donated to
PAWS. They place a sign on the bubble gum
machines to let customers know that the proceeds
from their bubble gum purchase go to a specific
charity — and PAWS was the lucky recipient.
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Goodsearch Search Engine Helps PAWS
Goodsearch.com recently sent a check to PAWS
recognizing our friends who have used that search
engine on the internet. Remember when you are
using the internet — use Goodsearch.com, and
designate PAWS of Michigan as your charity of
choice. PAWS will receive money each time the
search engine is used.

Noir et Blanc — Art For The Animals

On December 19 and 21, PAWS and River's Edge
Gallery of Wyandotte worked together to convince
people to think black and white rather than red and
green. As black cats and tuxedo cats are often
overlooked, we decided to give them their own
show, which was combined with a show of black
and white artwork. Our cats were nestled
comfortably amongst beautiful photographs and
sculptures — looking like living works of art
themselves. For two nights the cats were “on
display” for adoption, and River's Edge Gallery
donated 10% of the proceeds to PAWS for each
piece of art that was purchased. Despite a
snowstorm on December 19 and chilling negative
degree temperatures on December 21, there still
was a very nice turnout. Volunteers dressed in
black and white to match the cats and the art. They
mingled with the artists who had donated artwork
and talked with the people who had come to check
out the cats. The band, Jura, provided musical
entertainment, which helped to complete the perfect
ambience for this unique adoption event. As a
result of this event, four Wyandotte pound cats
found permanent homes. One cat was adopted by
the owner of the gallery herself! Lucien has since
been appropriately renamed Van Gogh, as he is
missing part of an ear and lives with an artist.
River's Edge Gallery has invited us back for another
show in the spring for “Cats of All Colors” and would
like us to repeat the “Black and White” show again,
as well. Everyone involved is looking forward to our
triumphant return!

When you are interested in purchasing art in the
future, please remember to visit our kind supporters
at River's Edge Gallery, which is located at
3024 Biddle Avenue in Wyandotte.

All dressed up in his Tuxedo;
awaiting the party and a new home
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A Note From Humane Ohio
PAWS recently received a very nice note from Lisa
Hochradel, the Clinic Director of Humane Ohio,
regarding our transports. Lisa sent the following:

“We at Humane Ohio also appreciate all that you
are doing in your community for these animals —
they are lucky to have such a great group of people
who are so caring and hard working. Your group
truly does make our transports go smoothly, and |
have had three different transport drivers tell me this
(myself included, when | got to help with the last
one). You have been voted the best group for
transports!!”
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Spotlight Volunteer Is “Golden”

Since April 2008, PAWS volunteers have been
coordinating a monthly transport from the
Wyandotte Animal Shelter to Humane Ohio. Each
month, between 30 and 35 cats and dogs who
reside at the shelter, or who have been recently
adopted from the shelter, are loaded onto a cargo
van sent to Wyandotte by our partners at the
spay/neuter clinic in Toledo. It's tough and physical
work, and it occurs in the wee hours of the
morning — but that’s the easy part!

Scheduling the transports is the work of a very
special volunteer, Lana Golden. At any given time,
Lana is skKillfully juggling three month’'s worth of
schedules covering 90-105 animals. Humane Ohio
sets shuttle quotas for the number of cats and dogs
by sex, as well as how big the dogs can be. Add to
that other factors that can influence priorities, and
each schedule is a complex puzzle of species, age,
sex, adoption status, and special needs. Then, of
course, there are always the inevitable last-minute
adjustments . . . it's enough to make the average
volunteer run away screaming.

But Lana isn't the average volunteer. She always
approaches every scheduling challenge with a smile
and cracks jokes when things don’t go quite as
planned. Her easygoing, affable personality and
sense of humor keep the volunteers around her
happy and laughing, even when the work is hard.
She spends countless hours, both at the shelter and
at home, on her personal phone as she contacts
those who have recently adopted animals in order
to explain how the shuttle works while scheduling
them into a mutually acceptable transport date. You
can count on Lana always being there to check
animals in on the morning the shuttle departs and to
help return them to the waiting arms of their
guardians (or to their cages, for those who are still
awaiting adoption) when the shuttle returns the next
day.

In addition to the full-time job of handling the
transport schedules, Lana helps clean cages at the
shelter, and is always the first to sign up when
volunteers are needed at other PAWS events.

Additionally, Lana volunteers for The Information
Center (The Family Resource Place), which
empowers people with the ability to make informed
choices by providing assistance, information, and
access to public resources, community services and
activities, thereby facilitating independence, self
reliance, and dignity. In this capacity, Lana shops
for kitchen and bath supplies, linens, small
appliances, etc., for seniors moving from nursing
homes to senior apartments or assisted living
facilities who do not have the resources to make the
move without help.

Lana says she loves animals and loves shopping,
so she doesn't consider her time with PAWS or the
Family Resource Place to be “work!”

Lana isn't the only “Golden” who is active in
PAWS - her husband, Jerry; her son Frank and her
granddaughter, Kaley are all PAWS members who
help the group in countless ways. Jerry is PAWS’
“unofficial handyman,” who seems to always have
the right tool with him at our events for whatever job
that is in need. Frank is always present to help haul
and set up at our events and recently took a turn as
Santa at our PetSmart photo event. Kaley helps
clean cages at the shelter when she’s available and
has also volunteered at other PAWS events. The
“Golden Team,” led by dedicated volunteer, Lana, is
definitely a winner for PAWS. It is apparent the
name “Golden” truly fits this entire family!

Our ”Golden” Lana convincing Santa (son Frank)
that she’s been a good girl this year!
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Meow'lloween

On October 25, PAWS sponsored a fun Fall
adoption event celebrating Halloween at the
PetSmart in Canton. Children, in costume, were
able to trick or treat at our tables, and our
volunteers dressed in costumes. One of our
volunteers dressed in a full cat costume — she
almost got adopted! Votes were placed for the King
and Queen of Halloween. Traveler was voted King,
while Astrid was voted Queen. Also a name was
drawn for one of the voters to win a PetSmart gift
card. Congratulations are in order to all — and a
special thank you to PetSmart of Canton.

The Royal Pair - Traveler and Astrid
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"The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be

Jjudged by the way its animals are treated.”

~ Mahatma Gandhi




